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Praise for Nate Silver and The Signal and the Noise

A Wall Street Journal Nonfiction Book of the Year

“Mr. Silver, just thirty-four, is an expert at finding signal in noise. . . . Lively 
prose—from energetic to outraged . . . illustrates his dos and don’ts through a 
series of interesting essays that examine how predictions are made in fields 
including chess, baseball, weather forecasting, earthquake analysis, and 
politics. . . . [The] chapter on global warming is one of the most objective and 
honest analyses I’ve seen. . . . even the noise makes for a good read.”

—The New York Times

“Not so different in spirit from the way public intellectuals like John Kenneth 
Galbraith once shaped discussions of economic policy and public figures like 
Walter Cronkite helped sway opinion on the Vietnam War . . . could turn out 
to be one of the more momentous books of the decade.”

—The New York Times Book Review

“A serious treatise about the craft of prediction—without academic mathemat­
ics—cheerily aimed at lay readers. Silver’s coverage is polymathic, ranging from 
poker and earthquakes to climate change and terrorism . . .  an homage to 
Thomas Bayes, a long-neglected statistical scholar.”

—The New York Review o f Books

“Mr. Silver’s breezy style makes even the most difficult statistical material 
accessible. W hat is more, his arguments and examples are painstakingly re­
searched.” —The Wall Street Journal

"Nate Silver is the Kurt Cobain of statistics. . . . His ambitious new book, The 
Signal and the Noise, is a practical handbook and a philosophical manifesto in 
one, following the theme of prediction through a series of case studies ranging 
from hurricane tracking to professional poker to counterterrorism. It will be a 
supremely valuable resource for anyone who wants to make good guesses about 
the future, or who wants to assess the guesses made by others. In other words, 
everyone.” —The Boston Globe

“Silver delivers an improbably breezy read on what is essentially a primer on 
making predictions by interlacing theory and numerical nitty-gritty with a se­
ries of stories about people who have to know numbers.”

—The Washington Post



P E N G U I N  B O O K S  
Published by the Penguin Group 

Penguin Group (USA) LLC 
375 Hudson Street 

New York, New York 10014

USA I C anada | UK | Ireland | Australia | New Zealand | India | South Africa | China
penguin.com  

A Penguin Random House Company

First published in the United States of America by T he Penguin Press, 
a m em ber of Penguin Group (USA) Inc., 2012 

Published with a new preface in Penguin Books 2015

Copyright © 2012, 2015 by Nate Silver 
Penguin supports copyright. Copyright fuels creativity, encourages diverse voices, 

promotes free speech, and creates a vibrant culture. T hank you for buying an authorized 
edition of this book and for complying with copyright laws by not reproducing, scanning, 
or distributing any part of it in any form without permission. You are supporting writers 

and allowing Penguin to continue to publish books for every reader

Illustrations credits:
Figure 4-2: Courtesy of Dr. T im  Parker, University of Oxford 

Figure 7-1: From “1918 Influenza: T he M other of All Pandemics” by Jeffery Taubenberger 
and David Morens, Em erging Infectious D isease Journal, vol. 12, no. 1, January 2006, 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Figures 9-2, 9-3C, 9-4, 9-5, 9-6, and 9-7: by C burnett, W ikimedia Com mons 

Figure 12-2: Courtesy of Dr. J. Scott Armstrong, T he Warton School,
University of Pennsylvania

T H E  LIBRARY OF CON GRESS HAS CATALOGED TH E  HARDCOVER E D IT IO N  AS FOLLOWS:

Silver, Nate
T he signal and the noise : why so many predictions fail—but some don’t / Nate Silver

p. cm.
Includes bibliographic references and index.

ISBN 978-1-59420-411-1 (he.)
ISBN 978-0-14-312508-2 (pbk.)

20000134603 IY A M A N D A  D E W E Y

W hile the author has made every effort to provide accurate telephone numbers, 
Internet addresses, and other contact inform ation at the tim e of publication, neither

the author assumes any responsibility for errors or for changes that occur 
. Further, publisher does not have any control over and does not assume 
ponsibility for author or third-party Web sites or their content.



C O N T E N T S

Preface to the Paperback Edition xiii 

Introduction 1

1. A CATASTROPHIC  F A ILU RE OF PREDICTION 19

2. ARE YOU S M A R T E R T H A N  A T E L E V I S I O N  PUNDIT?  47

3. A L L  I CARE ABOUT IS W’S AND L’S 74

4. FOR Y E A R S  YOU’VE BEEN T E L L IN G  US THAT RAIN IS GREEN 108

5. D E S P E R A T E L Y  S E E K IN G  S IG N AL  142

6. HOW TO DROWN IN T H R E E  F E E T  OF WATER 176

7. ROLE MODELS 204

8. L E S S  AND L E S S  AND L E S S  WRONG 232

9. RAGE A G A IN S T T H E  MACHINES 262

10. THE P O K E R  B U B B L E  294

11. IF YOU C A N ’T B E A T ’EM . . .  329

12. A CLIMATE OF H E A L T H Y  S K E P T IC IS M  370

13. W H A T Y O U D O N ’T K N O W C A N H U R T Y O U  412

Conclusion 446 

Acknowledgments 455 

Notes 459 

Index 517


